
NO BOTTLED H2O 
State denies plan to 
hand out free water  

Kentucky Emergency Manage-
ment has denied Marion’s request 
for bottled drinking water under a 
local emergency declaration, 
Mayor D’Anna Browning said late 
Tuesday. Browning said she is 
very disappointed in the latest 
decision, which followed further 
review by Kentucky Emergency 
Management and the Kentucky 
Division of Water. The free water 
distribution, which the mayor said 
was previously approved for Sept. 
8-13, has been canceled. The city 
said updates will be provided if 
conditions change. 

 

Students start year 
with silent moment 

Crittenden County students are 
starting each school day this year 
with a moment of silence. The 
new practice, which began with 
Tuesday’s first day of school, fol-
lows Kentucky law (KRS 158.175) 
requiring a daily one- to two-
minute period for quiet reflection. 
Students may meditate, pray or 
take part in any other silent activ-
ity that does not interfere with 
others. During the moment of si-
lence, students must remain 
seated without making distracting 
displays. Teachers and staff can-
not direct how students should 
use the time. School officials said 
they hope the pause will give stu-
dents a calm, focused beginning 
to the day and encourage families 
to discuss with children how they 
might choose to observe the mo-
ment. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Marion Code Enforcement 
Board will meet at 5 p.m., Mon-
day, Sept. 8 at city hall. 

•Livingston County Board of 
Education will meet at 5 p.m., 
Monday, Sept. 8. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education will meet for a working 
session at 5:30 p.m., Tuesday, 
Sept. 9 at Rocket Arena. 

•Crittenden County Chamber of 
Commerce will meet at 8:30 a.m., 
Tuesday, Sept. 9 at the Rocket 
Arena conference room. 

•Caldwell County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 9 a.m., Tuesday, Sept. 
9 at the courthouse. 

•Marion City Council will meet 
Monday, Sept. 15 at city hall. 

•Fredonia City Council will 
meet at 7 p.m., Monday, Sept. 15 
at city hall. 

•Marion-Crittenden County 
911 Board will meet at 3:30 p.m., 
Monday, Sept. 15 at city hall. The 
board has established the third 
Monday of each month as its reg-
ular meeting date. 

•Marion Tourism and Recre-
ation Commission will meet at 
8:30 a.m., Tuesday, Sept. 16 at 
the Marion Welcome Center. 

•Salem City Council will meet 
at 5 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 16 at 
Deer Lakes meeting room. 

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, 
Sept. 18 at the county office com-
plex. 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 
p.m., Thursday, Sept. 18 at its of-
fice on East Bellville Street. 
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Kitchen 
gnats 
galore 

 
 
They’re back. Seems like 

they’re worse in late summer 
and fall. If you’ve left a ba-
nana on the counter re-
cently, you know what I’m 
talking about. Fruit flies – 
those little kamikaze gnats 
that seem to materialize from 
nowhere – are 
staging their peri-
odic invasion. 
They hover over 
apples, drown in 
sweet tea glasses 
and buzz in your 
face with no fear 
of consequences. 

But here’s the 
part you may not 
want to know: 
Those fruit flies didn’t come 
from nowhere. If you’ve ever 
sealed a piece of fruit in a jar 
and later found squirming 
maggots, you’ve seen the 
proof. Eggs were already 
there, laid so neatly and 
small on the skin that you 
couldn’t even see them. 
Warmth and time finishes 
the job, and before long 
you’ve got the makings of a 
horror film playing out inside 
your kitchen. 

Science settled this cen-
turies ago. People once be-
lieved in “spontaneous 
generation,” that life just 
bubbled up out of rotting 
fruit or meat. Then along 
came Francesco Redi in the 
1600s, who proved maggots 
only appear where flies have 
been. Still, it’s hard not to 
sympathize with our ances-
tors when you open your 
trash can and a dozen little 
bugs zoom into your hair 
and nostrils. 

Now here’s another kicker: 
You’ve probably eaten fruit 
fly eggs before. Actually, we 
all have. They’re harmless, 
just a speck of protein your 
stomach dissolves without 
complaint. The USDA even 
has “acceptable levels” of in-
sect parts allowed in food, 
because erasing nature from 
the dinner table is impossi-
ble. You’ve survived it just 
fine. 

So what do we do? Try 
washing your fruit, cover the 
bowl and rinse your peaches 
under the tap. I’ve started 
putting bannas inside the 
pantry. The aggravating little 
gnats find them, but it’s only 
the smart ones, so numbers 
are mitigated. 

When cleaning your fruit, 
they say a splash of vinegar 
water helps. I use Dawn! But 
no matter how diligent you 
are, a stray egg or two will 
survive. That’s life. And in 
early September, life seems 
to be buzzing all over the 
kitchen counter. 

I suppose there’s a lesson 
in this: the things that 
bother us most often come 
from what was already there, 
unseen, long before we no-
ticed. Fruit flies, like prob-
lems, don’t just appear. 
They’re planted quietly, and 
if left alone, they hatch into 
real trouble. 

Meantime, keep the ba-
nanas in your gun safe if you 
want fewer visitors. Or just 
accept that fruit fly season is 
here, and swatters are in 
fashion. They’re really good 
for training and honing those 
hand-eye reflexes. 

 
 
Chris Evans, a newspaperman 

since 1979, has been editor of The 
Press for more than 30 years and is 
the author of South of the Mouth of 
Sandy, a true story about crime 
along the Tennessee River. You can 
find it on Amazon or wherever books 
are sold. 

Chris
EVANS
Press Editor & Publisher

About Town

BY CHRIS EVANS 
PRESS EDITOR 

Hidden in plain sight, 
Smithland Dam is a modern 
marvel that quietly shapes 
life across western Kentucky. 
From Princeton to Paducah, 
its influence flows far beyond 
the Ohio River, leaving last-
ing marks on communities. 
In fact, this engineering giant 
can be credited with Mar-
ion’s downtown fire station 
and even Crittenden 
County’s Riverview Park, un-
expected legacies of a struc-
ture many hardly notice. 

Last week, a group of Liv-
ingston and Crittenden 
County officials went behind 
the locked gates of Smith-
land Dam to tour one of the 
Ohio River’s newest hydro-
electric plants, a facility that 
blends decades of planning 
with modern engineering. 
Completed in 2017, the 
Smithland Hydroelectric Sta-
tion channels the steady 
force of the Ohio into elec-
tricity that now powers hun-
dreds of thousands of 
municipal customers across 
nine states. The navigational 
dam itself dates to the 
1970s, but the hydro project 
was first envisioned in the 
late 1980s and, by a twist of 
fortune, the City of Marion 
was the original municipal 
permit holder. 

Last week’s visit was or-
ganized by representatives of 
American Municipal Power 

(AMP), the nonprofit agency 
that owns and operates the 
plant. Livingston County 
Judge-Executive Michael 
Williams, County Clerk 
Sonya Williams, PVA Elisha 
Hubbard, Smithland Mayor 
William Hesser, Roger Mc-
Grew, Jailer Benji Guill, 
County Attorney Allen Wil-
son and Crittenden County 
Attorney Bart Frazer were 
among those who joined the 

tour. 
Walking inside the hydro 

station, visitors were struck 
by its scale. The power house 
rises nearly 100 feet from its 
foundation, but much of the 
important machinery sits 
below the river’s surface. En-
gineers explained that the 
Smithland plant is a “run-of-
the-river” facility, meaning it  

 
See DAM/page 3 

STAFF REPORT 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) 

has reduced speed limits along KY 135 in the 
Livingston County town of Carrsville. Signs 
were installed last week. 

A new 35-mph speed limit is now in effect 
on the state highway where it runs through 
the heart of the small hamlet on the Ohio 
River.  

The new speed zone begins at the intersec-
tion of Main and First streets on the east side 
of Carrsville and extends to Fleet Street on 
the west side of town, about one-half of a 
mile. 

Additionally, KYTC has designated two 45-

mph transition zones extending a quarter 
mile before and after the 35-mph speed zone 
on each side of Carrsville. 

Approximately 101 vehicles travel this sec-
tion of KY 135 in an average day.  

According to KYTC spokesperson Carrie 
Dillard, Carrsville Mayor Deana Gerding had 
reached out to transportation officials re-
questing a reduction in speed along KY 135 
within the city to improve safety. 

“During their evaluation, transportation 
engineers identified areas with comparable 
populations and lower speed limits and de-
termined that Carrsville met the criteria for 
a similar adjustment,” Dillard said. 

STAFF REPORT 
Now that Marion has proposed 

its 2025 property tax rates, only 
Crittenden County School District 
and Tradewater special taxing dis-
trict remain to make final determi-
nations before tax bills are mailed 
next month. 

The school district plans to make 
its final determination at a meeting 
at 5:30 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 9. No 
major increase is anticipated, 
based on preliminary school board 
discussions. 

Meanwhile, Marion City Council  
 

See TAX/page 3 

2025 Crittenden County Proposed Tax Rates 
                                          Change                      
TAX DISTRICT      from ’24      2025     2024      2023     2022 
City of Marion             -0-        22.9        22.9         22.5        22.4 
Crittenden County      -0-         11.4        11.4         11.8        11.6 
School District            -?-            **        51.4         51.6        49.0 
Extension                +0.1          4.5          4.4           4.3          4.1 
Health Tax                  -0-          3.0          3.0           3.0          3.0  
Public Library             -0-          5.0          5.0           5.0          5.0 
Tradewater                 -?-           ***        34.9         33.6        33.7 

**School district will set its rate Sept. 9; ***Tradewater not yet reported.  

Values are shown as cents per $100 of assessed value  

Smithland’s hydroelectric dam has been generating power for less than a decade, but its roots 
reach back much further. From Crittenden County’s Riverview Park and Marion’s fire depart-
ment to recreation, jobs, and tax revenue in Livingston County, the dam’s influence has long 
left its mark, and continues to shape the region today. 

Standing on the service deck of the hydroelectric side of 
Smithland Dam below a sweeping overhead crane that’s used 
to maintain equipment in the bowels of the structure are area 
leaders and AMP representatives who toured the facility last 
week. From left are three AMP representatives then Livingston 
County Attorney Allen Wilson, Livingston PVA Elisha Hub-
bard, Crittenden County Attorney Bart Frazer, Livingston Clerk 
Sonya Williams, Livingston Judge-Executive Michael 
Williams, Smithland Mayor William Hesser, Roger McGrew, 
Livingston Jailer Benji Guill, Livingston Ledger reporter Scott 
Waggoner and two AMP employees. 
 

Hidden in Plain Sight 
Legacy of Smithland Dam runs deep

Tax rates will be finalized; bills sent soon

Slow it down through Carrsville
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No matter what service you choose, you 
can always be assured of receiving 
compassionate, superior service, 

exceptional facilities and local people 
tending to every detail.

Just like our families have for over 120 Years

212 East Main Street • Salem, KY • (270) 988-3131

Funerals, Cremation, Pre-Planning and Monuments Since 1902

Brandon
DeBoe

Funeral Director & 
Embalmer, Licensed 

Pre-Need Agent, 
Monument Specialist

Andy
Fox

Owner, Funeral 
Director & 

Embalmer, Licensed 
Pre-Need Agent, 

Monument Specialist

BoydFuneralDirectors.com

KY 295 remains closed at the Livingston Creek Bridge at the Crittenden-Lyon County Line, but it is expected to 
reopen soon. Estimated project completion is the end of September, weather permitting. Additionally, KY 387 
(Dam 50 Road) is closed at Crooked Creek for another bridge replacement. This closure cuts off Riverview Park 
traf昀c from KY 91 North. Estimate for project completion on this bridge in the northern part of Crittenden County 
is early November, weather permitting.

Thursday, Sept. 11
• The Virgil Jones VFW in 
Marion will have a meeting at 
6:30 p.m. at the VFW building 
located at 412 N. College St., 
Marion, Ky. Refreshments 
will be served.

Thursday, Sept. 18
• Crittenden County Public 
Library Friends of the Library 
meets at 6 p.m. in the library 
meeting room.

Thursday, Sept. 18
• Crittenden County Public 
Library Board meets in the 
library meeting room at 5 
p.m.

Friday, Sept. 26
• Crittenden County Food 
Bank will have distribution 
from 8 a.m.-noon at 402 N. 
Walker St. in Marion.

Community 
Calendar
Call (270) 965-3191

to share your organization’s
meetings in this free,

weekly community calendar. 

Sutton

Crittenden County 
native Brodi Lane Sut-
ton has been 
named the 
new Agency 
Manager at 
C r i t t enden 
County Farm 
Bureau, ac-
cording to 
her social 
media post.

Sutton, who grew up in 
the county, said the role 

feels like “coming full cir-
cle.” She noted that Crit-
tenden County has al-
ways been home, where 
she learned the value of 
hard work and the im-
portance of community 
support.

“I’m really grateful for 
the opportunity,” Sut-
ton said. “It’s an honor 
to serve the community I 
proudly call home.”

Sutton also expressed 

appreciation to her 
Lyon County clients 
and friends, saying their 
trust and support have 
been an important part 
of her professional jour-
ney as she worked at the 
Farm Bureau of昀ce in 
Eddyville.

Her hiring follows the 
recent retirement of long-
time agent Larry David-
son. 

Sutton announces Farm Bureau 
move: Eddyville to Marion

A new area code is 
coming to north-central 
Kentucky as the supply 
of 502 numbers runs 
out.

The North American 
Numbering Plan Ad-
ministrator noti昀ed the 
Kentucky Public Service 
Commission on Tuesday 
that a 761 overlay will 
be introduced for the 
502 area code region, 
likely beginning in 2027. 

Existing 502 numbers 
will not change, but new 
customers may be as-
signed 761 once 502 is 
exhausted.

With the change, res-
idents will be required 
to use 10-digit dialing 
when making calls with-
in the 502/761 area 
code. NANPA projects 
the 502 supply will run 
out in the third quarter 
of 2027.

The PSC opted for 
an overlay instead of a 
split, citing lower costs 
and ef昀ciency. The 761 
code is expected to pro-
vide enough numbers 
for about 30 years. Ken-
tucky currently has 昀ve 
area codes; this will be 
the sixth. The 502 area 
code, one of the origi-
nal codes established in 
1947, once covered the 
entire state.

New area code coming to KY

50 years ago
September 4, 1975
n The Rockets football team won the season opener 19-12 
over the Lone Oak Purple Flash. Danny Hodges and Mark 
Hamby each ran the ball eight times giving them 86 of the 
90 yards rushing; Mike Hunt led the team in tackles with six 
for the game. 
n Dr. Stephen Burkhart was named chairman of the Crit-
tenden County Hospital board of directors after the resig-
nation of Dr. R. M. Brandon. 
n Gary Biggs and Bob Buckalew combined to capture the 
Best Ball Tournament played Labor Day weekend at Mar-
ion Country Club. The pair shot a 67 to take the honors of 
the 昀rst place spot in the tournament. 

25 years ago
September 7, 2000
n The Rocket football team won its sixth game, keeping 
their home win streak alive. Daniel Campbell recorded his 
career high rushing yards with 71 on six carries. 
n Entertaining entrepreneur Richard N. Hanson visited 
CCES and left quite an impression on the young students. 
Hanson gave two performances where he constructed 
brooms and told stories about his younger days in Hick-
man, Ky., and gave away both brooms at the end of his 
visit. 
n The Rocket golf team won its 10th straight match to start 
its season. Derrick Dooms and John Tyner both shot 38 to 
earn co-medalist honors and lead the Rockets to a 160-171 
victory over Caldwell County at home. 

10 years ago
September 3, 2015
n Daniel McKinzie of Marion showed off his talents by turn-
ing a log into art. With a chainsaw, he carved animals from 
pieces of timber. 
n Six-year-old Cheyenne Camp competed in the Miss 
America Coed Kentucky State Pageant, where she earned 
the title of Miss Bluegrass State Princess. By virtue of her 
win, Camp advanced to a pageant in Orlando, Fla.
n The Rocket football team won its game 48-24 over Hop-
kins Central  for the second win of the season. Running 
back Dylan Hollis scored three touchdowns and QB Nick 
Castiller ran for two and threw for one touchdown.

Harley Haegegin, president of the Crittenden County 
Lions Club (left), presents Jessie Grimes with a $500 
check for the Crittenden County Rescue Club during 
the 昀rst week of September 1975. The donation recog-
nized the Rescue Club’s service at that year’s Critten-
den County Fair, where members assisted with parking, 
monitored activities, and provided security throughout 
the four-night event.

KB Pharmacy has wel-
comed a familiar face to 
its team. Bobby Glen Ste-
phens, a 2025 graduate 
of the Univer-
sity of Ken-
tucky College 
of Pharmacy, 
has joined 
the staff as a 
pharmacist.

Stephens, 
a 2017 grad-
uate of Crittenden Coun-
ty High School, completed 
his undergraduate work 
at Murray State Univer-
sity before pursuing his 
pharmacy degree at UK.

UK grad 
Stephens 
joins local 
pharmacy

Stephens
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STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden-Livingston Water District 

(CLWD) board met last week in regular 
session, discussing persistent leaks, 
the pending water rate increase and fu-
ture expansion projects. 

Superintendent Abbie Adamson re-
ported that crews repaired nine main 
leaks and 23 service leaks in the previ-
ous week, but water loss remains trou-
bling. The district lost 36 percent of its 
treated water in June and 38 percent 
in July. 

“It is not looking any better for Au-
gust, which has been as bad a month 
as we ever had,” Adamson said. 

The cost of producing potable water 
from the Cumberland River is about $3 
per 1,000 gallons. CLWD retails water 
for $3.34 per 1,000 gallons, meaning 
the district is operating with a thin 
margin, particularly when so much 
water is lost. 

The firm Reveal has been engaged to 
help locate leaks. One proposal would 
involve placing listening devices on all 
customer meters to detect under-
ground water loss, but the $3,000-per-
day cost and required district labor 
made the plan prohibitive.  

“We still have water leaks that we 
cannot find,” Adamson said, noting 
some likely run straight down without 
surfacing.  

The board agreed to consider other, 
less costly options Reveal might offer. 

Board member Tim Capps raised 
concerns about the long-term ability to 
address the problem. 

“Leaks aren’t going away. They are 
going to get worse,” he said, question-
ing whether the district has the re-
sources to keep two repair crews 
working constantly. 

Customer requests were also consid-
ered. A Mexico community resident 

asked for greater relief on a bill caused 
by a private leak, but the board denied 
the request, citing its standard policy of 
writing off only a portion of such 
charges.  

On capital projects, the board heard 
from water consultant Tim Thomas 
about Phase 3 of CLWD’s expansion. 
Since engineering firm Hussey Gay Bell 
is not contracted for that portion, 
Thomas said the district must advertise 
Phase 3 engineering. Phase 2 is cur-
rently about 30 percent engineered. 

Thomas said securing an engineer 
now would position CLWD to pursue 
new funding opportunities and possibly 
expedite construction.  

CLWD could theoretically have Phase 
2 and Phase 3 work going on at the 
same time, “making this whole thing a 
little shorter,” Thomas said.  

Expediting is considered important 
given Marion’s ongoing water crisis and 
CLWD’s recent troubles. Plans are for 
Marion to eventually rely entirely on 
CLWD. Right now, CLWD is periodically 
supplying Marion with about 30 gallons 
per minute, but only when it’s in posi-
tion to do so. 

The district also discussed how to 
use more than $800,000 in federal 
grant funds awarded several years ago 
for line extensions. Those dollars must 
be spent by the end of 2026. One op-
tion could be to build lines without 
charging them with water until expan-
sion is complete, though officials ac-
knowledged residents may be 
frustrated with “dormant” service lines. 

Meanwhile, CLWD’s pending water 
rate increase has yet to receive final ap-
proval from the Public Service Commis-
sion. Regulators have given preliminary 
approval to a smaller increase than the 
district originally requested.

Water District discusses 
expansion, leaks, loss 
and pending rate hike

Let there be 
more light 

New LED lights were 
installed Friday at the 
pickleball and bas-
ketball courts at Mar-
ion-Crittenden 
County Park by C3 
Electric, improving 
evening play at both 
courts. Additional up-
grades are planned 
this fall, including 
restroom renova-
tions, for which con-
tractors are now 
being sought.

DAM 
Continued from page 1 

does not store large 
amounts of water but in-
stead uses the natural 
flow of the Ohio to turn 
turbines. 

At the very base of the 
structure, three massive 
bulb-type turbines sit in 
concrete chambers. Each 
turbine is 25 feet in di-
ameter and turns at only 
60 revolutions per 
minute – slow compared 
to the 3,600 RPMs of a 
typical coal-fired genera-
tor, but the sheer volume 
of water passing through 
the blades generates 
enormous torque. That 
rotation spins the gener-
ators in the upper levels 
of the powerhouse, creat-
ing electricity. 

Before the river ever 
reaches the turbines, it 
passes through heavy 
steel trash racks at the 
intakes. These racks 
catch floating logs, trees 
and other debris that 
often sweep down the 
Ohio, preventing them 
from damaging the ma-
chinery. Maintenance 
crews routinely clear the 
screens, especially after 
high water events. AMP 
respresentatives say 
trash is removed from 
the screens and put into 
a dumpster while organic 
material is allowed to 
continue down river. 

Above the turbines, the 
powerhouse control room 
looks more like a modern 
office than an industrial 
plant. From there, opera-
tors monitor river levels, 
turbine speeds, and en-
ergy output on multiple 
large television-style 
screens. The entire facil-
ity is staffed by only nine 
cross-trained employees, 
with one additional 
worker who splits time 
between Smithland and 
another AMP hydro proj-
ect. The company is in 
early stages of a plan to 
engage local school dis-
tricts to help train stu-
dents who might find a 
career in dam opera-
tions. 

The plant can generate 
up to 76 megawatts of 
electricity, enough to 
power 20,000 homes. 
Output fluctuates with 
river conditions. Too 
much water and the tur-
bines cannot handle the 
flow; too little and the 
generators cannot reach 
capacity. On average, 
Smithland produces 
250,000 to 300,000 
megawatt-hours annu-
ally, AMP reps said. 

While the hydro station 
is new, the dam itself is 
not. Smithland Lock and 
Dam was authorized in 
1965, built through the 
1970s, and completed in 
1980. Its original pur-
pose was not electricity 
but navigation and flood 
control. Two massive 
locks, each 1,200 feet 
long and 110 feet wide, 
sit on the Illinois side of 
the river and allow tows 
with dozens of barges to 

move through. Eleven 
Tainter gates across the 
river span control the 
water level, raising the 
upstream pool about 22 
feet above the down-
stream side. 

For decades, the dam 
produced no power. The 
idea of adding hydro ca-
pacity circulated as early 
as the 1980s, and Mar-
ion, Ky., unexpectedly 
played a key role. 

Former Marion Mayor 
Mickey Alexander recalls 
that the opportunity 
came almost by chance. 
“It started in the early 
1980s,” Alexander said. 
“A man named Jim Price 
from South Carolina 
called City Hall looking 
for a municipal partner 
for a hydro project. Back 
then, federal rules gave 
priority to developers 
with a city partner, so he 
started making calls off a 
map. When no one an-
swered in Paducah, he 
called Marion.” 

Smithland didn’t even 
exist on the map used by 
Price. 

Alexander, then a city 
council member, said 
City Administrator David 
Cobb agreed to put Price 
on the council’s agenda. 
That decision eventually 
gave Marion a sliver of 
interest in the Smithland 
project. For years, the 
plan languished as po-
tential developers strug-
gled to find financing. 
Some partners went 
bankrupt, and for long 
stretches nothing hap-
pened. But Marion’s 
name remained at-
tached. 

By the 1990s, U.S. 
Sen. Wendell Ford 
helped keep the license 
alive, and eventually 
AMP – then known as 
AMP-Ohio – acquired the 
rights. When AMP finally 
moved forward with con-
struction, Marion negoti-
ated a buyout of its 
interest. 

Crittenden County At-
torney Bart Frazer, who 
was city attorney at the 
time, remembers flying to 
Columbus, Ohio, with 
Alexander and then City 
Administrator Mark 
Bryant to meet with 
AMP.  

“It wasn’t long after 
that trip that Marion re-
ceived a check for $1 mil-
lion,” Frazer said. 

Alexander said the 
windfall came at the 
right moment.  

“Once we built the new 
City Hall, we knew we 
needed a modern fire de-
partment. That money 
funded the beautiful sta-
tion we have today on 
Main and Bellville,” he 
said. “It was a happy day 
for Marion when that 
check arrived.” 

Livingston County con-
tinues to benefit directly 
from Smithland Dam 
through the franchise 
tax it receives annually, 
a steady revenue stream 
tied to the hydroelectric 
station’s presence along 
the Ohio River. Critten-

den County, meanwhile, 
saw its reward at the 
front end of the project. 

While the focus today 
is on Smithland, it is 
worth remembering that 
the dam replaced two 
earlier navigation struc-
tures with deep ties to 
the region. Lock and 
Dam 50 once stood up-
stream near Cave In 
Rock, Ill., above the Crit-
tenden County ferry 
crossing. Lock and Dam 
51 was located just a 
mile below Berry’s Ferry 
in Livingston County 
near Golconda, Ill. From 
the 1920s to about 1980, 
those two Ohio River 
dams served as fixtures 
of commerce and river 
traffic before they were 
dismantled as part of the 
modernization that ulti-
mately led to Smithland 
Dam’s construction. 

Today, there is a park 
at the former Dam 50 
site in Crittenden 
County. Riverview Park 
has modern camping 
spots, a boat ramp, a 
seasonal pier and other 
amenities for campers 
and picnickers. 

AMP today operates 
five hydro plants, along 
with one coal and one 
natural gas facility, and 
serves 130 member mu-
nicipalities in nine 
states. It acts much like 
a cooperative, pooling re-
sources for smaller mu-
nicipal utilities. Paducah 
Power and Princeton 
Electric Plant Board are 
among Kentucky’s AMP 
members. 

Smithland is consid-
ered one of AMP’s “crown 
jewels,” tour guides told 
those attending last 
week’s look at the facil-
ity.  

The company employs 
about 210 people sys-
tem-wide and has paid 
more than $21 million in 
taxes since beginning op-
erations. Locally, the 
plant has nine full-time 
employees who manage 
not only generation but 
also maintenance of the 
dam’s recreation areas, 
picnic shelters, fishing 
piers and grounds. 
Recreation is a manda-
tory part of AMP’s charge 
as operator of the hydro 
facility. 

For the local leaders 
touring the facility, the 
visit was both educa-
tional and a reminder of 
how regional decisions 
can have long-lasting im-
pact. The Smithland 
plant may send most of 
its power to cities hun-
dreds of miles away, but 
its story is tied to a 
phone call answered at 
Marion City Hall more 
than 40 years ago. 

As Alexander put it, 
“All we did was put our 
name on a document.” 
But in the end, it gave 
Marion a fire station and 
tied the community for-
ever to the Ohio River 
dam down in Livingston 
County. 

 

TAX 
Continued from page 1 

introduced its tax levy during a special 
meeting last week, suggesting to keep 
the real estate and public utility prop-
erty tax rate at 22.9 cents per $100 of 
assessed value. The rate on personal 
property will be 27.1 cents per $100. 

The ordinance also proposes the 
motor vehicle and motorboat rates at 
22.9 cents per $100, in accordance 
with state law. Due to higher assess-
ments on some properties and the ad-
dition of new property, the city expects 
to generate about $57,000 in additional 
tax revenue at the real estate rate. That 

revenue helps fund police and fire pro-
tection, street maintenance and other 
city services, according to the ordi-
nance. 

A second reading to make the rates 
official is scheduled for later this 
month. Once approved, tax bills will be 
mailed within a few weeks. Unpaid bal-
ances after Nov. 1, will be subject to a 
25 percent penalty. 

Crittenden County Board of Educa-
tion will set its property tax rates Sept. 
9. Based on earlier discussions, the 
district is leaning toward adopting last 
year’s rate with exonerations, which 
would result in an effective tax rate of 
51.6 cents per $100 of assessed value. 

Marion Fire Department (top) was constructed largely with proceeds from the city’s 
sale of its stake in the Smithland Dam hydroelectric project. Riverview Park (above) 
was developed on the Ohio River after the removal of Dam 50. When the structure 
was dismantled to make way for Smithland Dam, Crittenden County received the 
former dam property and transformed it into a recreational park.

Registration is now 
open for the 2025 Bale 
Trail, an annual 4-H 
fundraiser that show-
cases creative hay bale 
displays across Liv-
ingston County. 

Crittenden County will 
not be having a bale trail 
program this fall. 

The Livingston entry 
fee is $20 per location, 
with proceeds supporting 
local 4-H programs. Par-
ticipants must submit a 

written entry form and 
payment by Sept. 26. All 
displays must be visible 
from a public roadway 
and completed by noon 
that day to be included 
on the official map and 
considered for judging. 

Both traditional fall 
décor and non-tradi-
tional painted or themed 
displays are welcome. 
Entries must remain 
family-friendly, with no 
political, commercial, al-

cohol, drug or racial con-
tent allowed. 

Public voting will run 
Oct. 1-31, and winners 
will be announced Nov. 1 
during the Annual Bale 
Blast at the Livingston 
County Extension Office 
in Smithland. 

For entry forms or 
more information, con-
tact Sharee Schoonover 
at 270-928-2168 or sha-
ree.schoonover@uky.edu.

Bale Trail registration now open

D’Anna 
Browning 
N. Main St. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.2266 (o) 
270.705.4697 (c) 
 

Randy 
Dunn 
Oak Hill Dr. 
Marion, KY  
270.853.8906 
 

Bobby 
Belt 
Harmon Dr. 
Marion, Ky. 42064 
270.704.1884  
 

Wanda 
Olson 
N. Main Street 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.704.0741 
 

Dwight 
Sherer 
Fords Ferry Rd.  
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.3575 
 

Nikki 
Conger 
Harmon Dr. 
Marion KY 42064 
270.704.6164 
 

Taylor 
Davis 
Whipporwill Dr.  
Marion KY 42064 
270.704.3850� 
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Local ag producers 
can get help from 
spring storm losses 

Agricultural producers in Crit-
tenden and Livingston counties 
who lost property due to recent 
natural disasters are eligible for 
physical loss loans from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA). 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
offers these loans for losses 
caused by Tornadoes, winds, and 
flooding that occurred during 
April 2, 2025 through April 6, 
2025.   

 FSA is offering these low-inter-
est emergency loans to producers 
with a qualifying loss. Approval is 
limited to applicants who suffered 
severe physical losses only, in-
cluding the loss of buildings and 
livestock. The deadline for pro-
ducers in designated primary and 
contiguous counties to apply for 
loans for physical losses is April 
20, 2026. 

Physical loss loans can help pro-
ducers repair or replace damaged 
or destroyed physical property es-
sential to the success of the agri-
cultural operation, including 
livestock losses. Examples of 
property commonly affected in-
clude essential farm buildings, 
fixtures to real estate, equipment, 
livestock, perennial crops, fruit 
and nut bearing trees, and har-
vested or stored crops and hay. 
Please contact FSA for more infor-
mation on loan eligibility and the 
application process. FSA office in-
formation is available at 
farmers.gov/service-center-loca-
tor. Additional FSA disaster assis-
tance program information is 
available at disaster.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Texas firm buys 
Kuttawa marina 

A Texas-based private equity 
group has purchased Kuttawa 
Harbor Marina and its well-known 
restaurant, Hu-B’s, marking a new 
chapter for one of Lake Barkley’s 
most storied waterfront proper-
ties. 

New Haven Marinas of Carroll-
ton, Texas, announced the acqui-
sition a few weeks ago, expanding 
its growing portfolio of marinas 
across three states. The company 
recently acquired Green River Ma-
rina in Campbellsville and now 
adds Kuttawa Harbor’s 354 slips 
and hospitality offerings to its 

holdings. 
Co-founder Josh Conley said 

New Haven’s strategy is to invest 
in properties with strong founda-
tions and potential for growth. He 
said Wayne Breedlove will remain 
involved in the operation. 

Breedlove, bought and managed 
the marina starting in 2011 and 
rebranded it as Hu-B’s, is credited 
with reviving the harbor and 
bringing a festive, family-friendly 
atmosphere to Old Kuttawa. Hu-
B’s added boat rentals, live music, 
tiki hut-style décor and the 
restaurant, which became a popu-
lar lake destination for food and 
live music. 

Before that, the marina was lo-
cally owned for nearly four 
decades, dating back to 1974 
when Rudy and Eudell Bennett and 
Don and Ruth Colburn first devel-
oped the property. Rudy Bennett 
later became known for creating 
the famous Rudyburger. 

 
 

USDA offers loans 
for farms affected 
by spring storms 

Farmers and producers in parts 
of Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana and 
Missouri who suffered damage 
from severe weather this spring 
may now be eligible for federal 
assistance. 

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Farm Service Agency has 
announced the availability of low-
interest physical loss loans for 
agricultural producers who sus-
tained damage from tornadoes, 
high winds and flooding that 
struck between April 2-6, 2025. 

The loans can help repair or re-
place physical property critical to 
farming operations, including 
equipment, essential buildings, 
fixtures to real estate, livestock, 
perennial crops, fruit and nut 
trees, and harvested or stored 
crops and hay. 

Primary counties in Illinois eligi-
ble for the program include 
Alexander, Clark, Gallatin, Hardin, 
Iroquois, Johnson, Pulaski, Union 
and White. Producers in several 

contiguous counties in neighbor-
ing states may also apply, includ-
ing Ballard, Crittenden, Livingston, 
McCracken and Union counties in 
Kentucky. Farmers in Indiana’s 
Benton, Gibson, Newton, Posey, 
Sullivan and Vigo counties, as well 
as Missouri’s Cape Girardeau, 
Mississippi, Perry and Scott coun-
ties, are also covered. Application 
deadline is April 20, 2026. 

More details and assistance are 
available at local USDA Service 
Centers. Producers may also use 
tools at farmers.gov, including the 
Disaster Assistance Discovery 
Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-
Glance fact sheet and the Loan 
Assistance Tool, to determine 
their eligibility and loan options. 

 

Livingston schools 
join UK in historical 
plans for Ft. Smith 

Livingston County Schools are 
partnering with the University of 
Kentucky and the Kentucky Her-
itage Council to expand historical 
and cultural opportunities at Fort 
Smith. 

UK Assistant State Archaeologist 
Brian Mabelitini and Heritage 
Council Site Protection Program 
Administrator Nicole Konkol 
toured the site Wednesday and 
met with district leaders. They 
praised the work of the district’s 
Historical and Cultural curriculum 
committee and said they are eager 
to collaborate on future programs. 

District officials said the effort 
reflects a commitment to honor-
ing Livingston County’s history 
while engaging students in her-
itage education. 

 

WKRBC will host 
blood drive here 

Western Kentucky Regional 
Blood Center will host a commu-
nity blood drive at Crittenden 
County High School on Thursday, 
Sept. 25, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Donors should check in at 
the school office upon arrival. The 
regional center is encouraging 
participation to help meet the 
need for blood across western 
Kentucky. 

 
Between Printed Editions  

Tune in to The Press Online 
for breaking news.  

We also ask that you subscribe to  
our YouTube Channel.  
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Crittenden  Press  Letters  to  the  Editor
Clark County Jailer 
writing to support 
Jailer Hayes’ work 
 
To the Editor, 

It recently came to my attention 
that the Crittenden County Fiscal 
Court requested the resignation of 
Jailer Athena Hayes. As a Board 
Member of the Kentucky Jailers As-
sociation, I took notice. I had my 
CFO, a retired CPA, go over the fi-
nancial records of the Crittenden 
County Detention Center, fully ex-
pecting to find a financial disaster.  
What he found was both amazing 
and surprising. 

My CFO found that the Crittenden 
County Detention Center is one of 
the highest performing detention 
centers in Kentucky when it relates 
to finances. My CFO’s source of in-
formation was the Kentucky Depart-
ment For Local Government 
(www.kydlgweb.ky.gov). Total opera-
tional expenditures for fiscal years 
2023, 2024 and 2025 totaled 
$11,046,748. The total net taxpayer 
contributions for those same years 
were $560,981. This means that 
Jailer Hayes raised 94.92% of the 
funds required to operate the deten-
tion center, and in a time that we’ve 
experienced very high inflation. 

I further investigated and found 
that Jailer Hayes was the Class D 
Coordinator from 2014 until she 
took office as your constitutionally 
elected Jailer in 2023. For those of 
you who aren’t familiar with the 
local jail systems in Kentucky, our 
Class D Coordinators are the people 
who find the revenue and utilize our 
excess capacity to raise money for 
our taxpayers. Without the Class D 
Coordinators hunting down every 
dollar of revenue, the taxpayers 
would have to foot the entire bill. 

Jailer Athena Hayes is an asset to 
your county. There are 119 Fiscal 
Courts in Kentucky that would jump 
at the chance to hire an Athena 
Hayes. At a time when most coun-
ties of any size are annually con-
tributing millions of dollars to their 
jails, you are not only contributing 
very little, but Jailer Hayes is em-
ploying local people who pay county 
and city payroll taxes, spend their 
money in your community and pro-

vide health insurance and retire-
ment for your neighbors, friends and 
family that work for her.  

In addition, Jailer Hayes Commu-
nity Inmate Work Program provides 
valuable services that the taxpayers 
would otherwise have to pay for with 
tax dollars. If you were to factor in 
everything, I know that you will find 
that your Detention Center, as it is 
run by Jailer Hayes, is a major con-
tributor to your community. 

I would look hard at the motives of 
the people who asked her to resign, 
as it is obvious folly. Based on num-
bers alone, Jailer Hayes is one of the 
best Jailers in the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky. 

Jailer Frank Doyle 
Winchester, Ky. 

 

KY Jailer Association 
president calls on 
court to retract vote 
 
To the Editor, 

On behalf of the Kentucky Jailers' 
Association (KJA), we are submitting 
a letter of support for Jailer Athena 
Hayes, who serves as the dually 
elected jailer for Crittenden County. 
As an elected official, Jailer Hayes 
serves as a constitutional officer, 
where she was elected by the citi-
zens of Crittenden County. We sub-
mit this letter to express our full 
support for Jailer Hayes and her 
continued service. 

It has come to our attention that 
the Fiscal Court of Crittenden 
County requested the resignation of 
Jailer Hayes at a recent Fiscal Court 
meeting. Specifically, we received in-
formation the county judge and 
magistrates jointly presented and 
voted on a motion, which was not 
listed as an item on their agenda. 
Furthermore, this occurred without 
the knowledge and physical pres-
ence of Jailer Hayes. Therefore, 
Jailer Hayes received no viable op-
portunity to be present, represent 
herself and/or provide any defense 
at the meeting. 

This is very disheartening and dis-
couraging due to the Fiscal Court 
serving as the primary governing au-
thority for the county. The relation-
ship between the Fiscal Court, 

elected officials and other depart-
ment heads is intended to be one of 
interdependence and mutual re-
spect. Each county in our Common-
wealth has the statutory 
responsibility to provide for the in-
carceration of its prisoners (KRS 
441.025). Each member of the Fiscal 
Court and every elected official, in-
cluding the jailer, serve an impor-
tant role in this process. 

These recent actions are also con-
cerning due to a lack of information 
or evidence that Jailer Hayes was 
asked to resign for any moral or eth-
ical reason. Jailer Hayes is held in 
high regard by the KJA and has ex-
tensive knowledge of corrections 
management and jail operations. 
Jailer Hayes is in good standing with 
the KJA and actively serves on our 
Board of Directors.  

Since jailers are elected to a con-
stitutional office, Jailer Hayes has 
an obligation to fulfill the term 
granted to her by the citizens of Crit-
tenden County. Therefore, we re-
spectfully request the Crittenden 
County Fiscal Court to publicly re-
tract its prior vote asking for the res-
ignation of Jailer Hayes. This can be 
executed by adding another voting 
item to the next meeting agenda or 
a similar process the County Attor-
ney recommends. We also humbly 
ask that Jailer Hayes and the public 
are invited to the meeting, so she 
has an opportunity to respectfully 
engage the Fiscal Court members 
since she was not afforded that op-
portunity during the last meeting. 

Our hope and aim is for Jailer 
Hayes to receive the level of respect 
and support she deserves from the 
governing authority of your county. 
As mentioned earlier, the respective 
positions of all counties should be 
based on mutual respect, support 
and interdependence. We hope that 
will be the case here. Thank you for 
your time and consideration in this 
matter. 

Joshua Lindblom, President 
Kentucky Jailer's Association 

Elizabethtown, Ky. 
 
The Crittenden Press accepts and 

encourages letters to the editor on a variety 
of subjects. Letters should be submitted by 
5 p.m., Friday the week before publication. 
See our complete letter policy at our web-
site The-Press.com.

JAILER HAYES RESPONSE TO  
FISCAL COURT REQUEST 
FOR HER RESIGNATION 

 
To the citizens of Crittenden County, all local and interested 

parties: Aug. 25, 2025: 
 
I have been advised that without notice to me, the mem-

bers of the Crittenden County Fiscal Court, specifically 
Magistrates, Matt Grimes, Chad Thomas, David Belt, Scott 
Belt, Travis Perryman, Robert Kirby and with the support 
of Judge Executive Perry Newcom voted to request my res-
ignation as Crittenden County Jailer. I actually attended 
the August 21, 2025, Fiscal Court meeting and gave my 
monthly Jailers Report and answered numerous ques-
tions. After my report I had obligations that required me to 
depart from the meeting at 9:30am. I was given no notice 
of any intention to discuss or vote on a request to ask me 
to resign, or I would have stayed to address it at that time. 
I have still not received a written reason for the vote, only 
a call from the Judge Executive notifying me of the request 
for my resignation which I respectfully declined. 

I was elected by the citizens of Crittenden County in a 
fair election. I have worked diligently to perform my job to 
the best of my ability the entire time I have been in office. I 
can only be removed by an act of the Kentucky General 
Assembly, and I have no plans to step down. 

The atmosphere that Kentucky’s jails operate in today is 
much different than it was 4 to 5 years ago. The number 
of State Inmates has dropped dramatically while opera-
tional costs have risen at an unprecedented rate. Critten-
den County Detention Center is also fighting the water 
crisis that Marion, Kentucky is currently addressing, iron-
ically starting the week, I won the primary election.  This 
adds another layer to the financial strain the Detention 
Center now faces. 

The Crittenden County Detention Center was built in 
2007. The structure and equipment such as HVAC, locks, 
fire suppression systems, hot water heaters, kitchen 
equipment, etc. are aging, therefore causing maintenance 
costs to rise along with efficiency problems. The water cri-
sis has added to those woes, by putting a strain on the 
plumbing and other operational systems due to debris in 
the water. 

During the time that I have been Jailer, the jail has 
been run efficiently, with as little cost to the county as 
possible. The Jail provides a service that is required by 
statute, and we are bound to safely and securely incarcer-
ate inmates in a manner that is moral and ethical while 
providing all life sustaining services. The Crittenden 
County Detention Center is a leader in the field of Correc-
tions. The fact that you don’t hear much about the jail is a 
sign of efficiency and cost-effective operation. 

 
I have obtained a grant for new washers and dryers for 

the facility. I have reached out to the KY DOC to receive 
surplus inmate uniforms and equipment that has saved 
the county thousands of dollars. I have obtained a grant 
for video equipment and software that has allowed for the 
virtual court appearances of prisoners here and across the 
state which has saved countless tax dollars on transport 
costs, while enhancing the security of the court proceed-
ings.  I have also reduced the number of staff at the De-
tention Center cutting as much as possible to payroll 
without jeopardizing safety and service.  Staff have taken 
on additional duties with very little complaint as they are 
aware of the need to reduce costs. 

 I have increased the number of work sites for inmate 
labor to include the City of Marion, The Marion Water De-
partment, Marion Convenience Center, Victory Garden, 
Mowing Crew and litter abatement. I have also started the 
Crittenden Cares Program that has helped with multiple 
non-profit, city, and county projects that can be completed 
during the fall and winter months which has helped those 
agencies save resources that they would have had to 
spend on labor. 

I am an active member of the Kentucky Jailers Associa-
tion and have been elected by my peers, for the past 2 
years, to serve on the KJA Board of Directors. I believe it is 
important to be at the table discussing the best interests 
of all Kentucky Jails and representing Crittenden County 
on a State level while learning from other Jailers and 
building relationships that I can call on during times of 
need. 

I have repaired the relationship with local law enforce-
ment and the Circuit Clerks Office which was badly dam-
aged when I took office. I have worked as a team player 
assisting as many agencies as possible every time they 
call. 

We have a great Jail that this county should be proud 
of. We have a Jail that enriches the community by more 
than financial gain. We help to change the lives of inmates 
and their families through effective incarceration. 

I don’t work for the County Judge Executive or the Fis-
cal Court. I work for the people of Crittenden County who 
elected me to this office. I stand by my record and believe I 
have effectively done the job the people have elected me to 
do and that will continue. 

I will not be intimidated by political attacks, especially 
those that are unfounded. I have done and will continue to 
do the job I was elected to do and distractions such as this 
will not deter my effective discharge of my legal and Con-
stitutional office. I would suggest that the Fiscal Court 
and County Judge Executive focus on making life better 
for our citizens, instead of wasting time playing politics. 

 
I am willing to answer any question any citizen, or the 

media asks. My door is always open as it has been the en-
tire time that I have been your Crittenden County Jailer. 

I want to give my most sincere thanks to everyone who 
has reached out to support me and to encourage me to 
stand up to the attempt at intimidation. The community 
response has been humbling and so appreciated. The sup-
port that has been extended to me from the Kentucky Jail-
ers Association and the many Jailers across the State has 
been amazing. 

In closing I want to say that being elected as Crittenden 
County Jailer has been one of the highlights of my life. It 
is not an easy job. It is a calling. I am proud of the job I 
do, and I will continue to do it for as long as the Citizens 
of Crittenden County will have me. 

Sincerely, 
Athena Hayes, Jailer 

The jailer’s response was printed in last week’s edition with unintended 
edits. The version above is the original, unaltered text.
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Accurate or not, it is 
hard for me to separate 
labor from immigration. I 
think it is my life experi-
ence in the U.K., Hondu-
ras, and here at 
home that have 
linked the two. I 
recall a few con-
versations with 
West Indian im-
migrants from 
what is called the 
Windrush gen-
eration (1950s) 
in the U.K. The 
recent T.V. dra-
ma “Three Little 
Birds” tells the 
stories of three 
women who im-
migrated from 
Jamaica to the 
U.K.

It is dif昀cult 
to be unaware 
of central American immi-
grants in recent years and 
the valuable labor that 
they provide. Many leave 
their home and families to 
send money back home. 
They do this because they 
want better for their chil-
dren. People will endure 
great dif昀culties providing 
freedom and a better fu-
ture for their children.

In a 1980 Labor Day 
address, President Jimmy 
Carter referenced the labor 
movement to freedom. The 
context was Lech Walesa 
and the transformation of 
the Polish government. “As 
you all know, Labor Day is 
a uniquely American cel-
ebration, designed to let 
the world know the histo-
ry and the contributions 
of working people of our 
great country. But that’s 
not all that Labor Day is 
about. Labor Day is also 
about freedom. It’s almost 
impossible to separate the 
trade union movement of 
this world from freedom. 
It’s also about a struggle 
of American workers to or-
ganize and to demand for 
themselves, legitimately, 
better working conditions 
and at the same time to 
extend democracy for all 
Americans.”

Samuel Gompers, one of 
the founders of the A.F.L., 
was himself a Jewish im-
migrant from London. 
He found work as a cigar 
maker. In his autobiogra-
phy we read of the pride 
of being a craftsman and 
the freedom that being 
good at something provid-

ed. The conditions under 
which they worked were 
undoubtedly awful by to-
day’s standards. He was 
still able to write this in 

his autobiogra-
phy, “Seventy 
Years of Life 
and Labor: An 
Autobiography, 
1925.”

“The crafts-
manship of 
the cigarmaker 
was shown in 
his ability to 
utilize wrap-
pers to the best 
advantage to 
shave off the 
unusable to a 
hairbreadth, 
to roll so as to 
cover holes in 
the leaf and to 
use both hands 

so as to make a perfectly 
shaped and rolled prod-
uct. These things a good 
cigarmaker learned to 
do more or less mechan-
ically, which left us free 
to think, talk, listen, or 
sing. I loved the freedom 
of that work, for I had 
earned the mind-freedom 
that accompanied skill as 
a craftsman. I was eager 
to learn from discussion 
and reading or to pour 
out my feeling in song. 
Often we chose someone 
to read to us who was a 
particularly good reader, 
and in payment the rest 
of us gave him suf昀cient 
of our cigars so he was 
not the loser. The reading 
was always followed by 
discussion, so we learned 
to know each other pret-
ty thoroughly. We learned 
who could take a joke in 
good spirit, who could 

marshal his thoughts in 
an orderly way, who could 
distinguish clever sophist-
ry from sound reasoning. 
The fellowship that grew 
between congenial shop-
mates was something that 
lasted a lifetime.”

I have come to appreci-
ate craftmanship. I dab-
ble in projects around the 
house and occasionally at-
tempt to craft a lamp or re-
昀nish an old piece of furni-
ture. I usually get it done...
eventually. If I had to make 
a living at it, I would starve. 
I feel no freedom because 
I have to think intensely 
about what I am doing – 
something a professional 
does instinctively. 

We are in a world of 
technology that is beyond 
anything I could imagine 
when I was a child. I still 
remember thinking how 
crazy a man from Taiwan 
studying at Nottingham 
sounded when he said he 
was working on comput-

ers understanding human 
speech. Still, with all that 
technology, we need peo-
ple who know how to work 
with their hands. We need 
people who know how to 
extract the things that we 
need from the earth to eat 
and to build.

It makes sense that 
those who work with their 
hands, to build what we 
need, are paid a fair wage. 
The language in Leviti-
cus 19:13 is not what we 
would use today, but the 
principle holds, “You shall 
not oppress your neighbor 
or rob him. The wages of 
a hired servant shall not 
remain with you all night 
until the morning.”

The history of labor in 
the world is one of people 
speaking up for fair treat-
ment. It is punctuated by 
violence. Yet another in-
dication that we do not 
always treat each other 
the way we should. I am 
thankful for those who 

are good at what they do. I 
am thankful for those who 
extract, build, and repair 
the things we need for life. 
Meaningful work is valu-
able for everyone. It leads 
us toward freedom and a 

better future.
Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 

minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Immigration, freedom, and the dignity of work



From iron furnaces to forests: A glimpse into the past

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Rev. James F. Price 
was not only a greatly 
beloved minister of the 
Cumberland Presbyteri-
an and the Presbyterian 
USA Church, but he was 
also an excellent histo-
rian, genealogist and a 
gifted writer.  

Here is one of his many 
articles, which he called 
“This and That” which 
tells of several different 
events that happened 
in the early days of our 
county.

–––
Mineral Wealth

Andrew Jackson, Sr. 
was the 昀rst promoter 
of this area’s enormous 
mineral wealth, for he 
had traveled through 
this county and had 
noted its many visual 
ore outcroppings. He be-
came interested 
in the develop-
ment of the old 
Columbia Lead 
Mines in the ear-
ly 1830s. It was 
reported that he 
was searching 
for silver. He and 
his son,  Andrew 
Jackson, Jr., 
did considerable 
development in 
that section.   
  It was Jackson 
who urged the 
migration of his 
friends, the Mat-
thew Lyon and 
the Cobb family, 
from the East to 
what what was 
southern Livingston 
County (later to be Lyon 
Co.) to found what was 
to become a rather ex-
tensive chain of iron fur-
naces running in a belt 
from the Ohio River near 
Hurricane Island, south 
through Crittenden, Liv-
ingston, Lyon and Trigg 
counties. In 1848, Gide-
on Cobb II built the Crit-
tenden Furnace which 
was the county’s 昀rst big 
independent iron manu-
facturer.  

Blood and Walker of 
Nashville, Tenn., built 
the Hurricane Furnace 
in the early 1840s and 
made quite a lot of high 
grade pig iron. The fur-
nace was operated until 
near the time of the Civil 
War. Western Kentucky 
pig iron was sought by 
blacksmiths in that day 
above any other pig iron. 
It was very malleable 
and tough.

John Bell of Ten-
nessee opened what is 
known as the old Bell 
Coal Mines in the north-
eastern part of the coun-
ty about 1840. The Bells 
coal took the premium 
over all other coals in 
the United States as an 
all-round coal at the 
Chicago Exposition in 
1893.  

Bell afterwards be-
came a candidate for 
president on the Bell 
and Everett ticket, 
known as the Union Par-
ty.  On account of con-
ditions brought about by 

the Civil War, Bell failed 
and his property was 
sold under attachments 
sued by Madison Lamb 
and Solomon Blue.

Fluorspar and zinc are 
so recent in their min-
ing and so well known 
that they are only men-
tioned. 

–––
Early Court
Happenings

The 昀rst grand jury in 
Crittenden County were 
as follows: Alexander 
Dean, foreman; Edward 
Ashley, William Ashley, 
Mathew Parmley, Mar-
tin Hammonds, William 
Hogard, John W. Wil-
son, Isaac Loyd, David 
Gill, George Uselton, 
John E. Wilson, Uri G. 
Witherspoon, Andrew J. 
Hill, Thomas Akers and 

Angus McAl-
ester.

The 昀rst 
lawyers were 
Col. George 
W. Barbour, 
Francis H. 
Dallam, Rob-
ert H. Marr, 
Patterson C. 
Lander, Sum-
mer Marble, 
David W. Mc-
Goodwin, Wil-
lis G. Hughes, 
Robert A. Pa-
terson, Liv-
ingston Lind-
sey, W.  H. 
Calvert, Hi-
ram McElroy 
and John W. 

Headley.
The 昀rst case in court 

in Crittenden County 
was Isaac Shelby against 
James A. Ramey. The 
昀rst three indictments 
by the grand jury were: 
1.  The Commonwealth 
against John Elder, for 
standing a bull without 
a license; 2.  the Com-
monwealth against John 
Gregory and Rachael 
Lacy, for fornication; 
3.  the Commonwealth 
against James Long 
and Lucinda Ferrell, for 
adultery.

There has been only 
one legal execution in 
Crittenden County. W. 
T. Wallingford was tried 
and convicted for mur-
der and hanged Sept. 
17, 1852 near Marion. 
(There were more hang-
ings but they weren’t 
done legally.)

The jury which tried 
him were W. P. Stalllions, 
W. H. Minner, John S. 
Adams, James B. Fogg, 
Wm. Fritts, Thomas S. 
Alvis, Richard Williams, 
Adam B. Perkins, Ander-
son Woodall, James H. 
Travis, Wm. Banks and 
James A. Johnson.

The 昀rst County 
Judge was Hon. David. 
W. Carter, who presided 
over court May 2, 1851. 
The 昀rst magistrates, or 
justices of the peace, as 
they were then called, 
were Joseph Hughes, 
James Cruce, Peter 
Clinton, Sam L. Phillips, 
Robert H. Haynes, Abner 

Larue, Henry D. Cole-
man, John D. Gregory, 
Robert Hill and Martin 
Williams.

The commissioners to 
locate the county seat 
were F. D. Word, T. Leep-
er and Thomas Flanary. 
The county attorney, 
Sumner Marble, got $40 
a year for his services 
and the sheriff got $40 
a year.

John S. Elder, James 
R. Hanks, Wm. Roch-
ester, Wm. A. Brooks 
and James L. Hill were 
appointed to view out a 
road to lead through the 
town of Marion so as 
to correspond with the 
streets and plans of the 
town, and to intersect 
the old road near the 
brick church (Moore St.) 
but to have due regard 
to those who owned 
land along the way.  
They were to report the 
same to court.

–––
Some Early Pioneers
John Orr, the grand-

father of Albert Orr of 
Lexington, Ky., was 
born in 1803 in Ten-
nessee. He came to Crit-
tenden County with a 

family of Wilsons. He 
昀rst settled at Pleasant 
Hill in the near edge of 
Crittenden County.  He 
married Linnie Towery, 
a daughter of Ned Tow-
ery. The Towery family 
came from North Car-
olina shortly after the 
Revolutionary War. We 
know three of the sons 
of Johua Orr, John, Kel-
ley and Dr. Albert Orr.  
John Orr married Nellie 
T. Brantley, daughter of 
uncle Jesse Brantley.

John Orr and Dow 
Brantley built, proba-
bly, the 昀rst steam mill 
in the county. It was lo-
cated at Fish Trap, and 
ground corn and wheat 
and sawed lumber.

The old Piney Mill lo-
cated on the Marion and 
Shady Grove Road, was 
built by Dr. Allen Orr 
and Ned Towery.

The 昀rst church 
house in the eastern 
part of the country was 
Enon Baptist Church at 
Fish Trap on the Trade-
water River.  It was built 
in 1847 and was built of 
huge logs. It was 36 by 
40 feet.

–––

Forests Of The Past
Any mention of Crit-

tenden County would be 
incomplete without re-
ferring to the wonderful 
forests of giant timber 
that once covered the 
fertile hills and valleys 
with a growth of verdure 
scarcely ever equaled.

The entire county was 
forest clad, but the larg-
est and 昀nest timber 
was along Piney Creek 
in the eastern part of the 
county.

Many kinds of timer 
grew in these rich valleys 
and perhaps the most 
noted were the white 
oak and yellow poplar.  
There was an immense 
overcup white oak near 
Piney Creek below the 
old Piney mill.  A stock 
from this tree 12 feet 
long and 7 feet in diam-
eter was shipped to St. 
Louis for exhibition at 
the Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition in 1903.

John Imboden made 
a ferryboat the two gun-
wales of which were 
made from poplars. The 
gunwales were 16 x 48 
inches and 40 feet long. 
This was the boat used 
at the Montezuma Ferry 
to cross Tradewater.  It 
was used many years.  

Many of these yel-
low poplars were from 
5 to 7 feet in diameter 
and would be from 50 
to 70 feet before there 
were any limbs.  The 
sap wood on these large 
trees would be from 
a half inch to an inch 
thick.  The heart would 
be a nice yellow, soft 
easily worked and made 
the 昀nest lumber.  

Crittenden County’s 
rolling hills are bet-
ter suited to pasture 

than to row cultivation.  
Topographically it seems 
anomalous when com-
pared to its neighbors, 
which include some of 
the 昀nest agricultural 
counties in the state.

This is because of an 
accident of nature. Crit-
tenden is part of a major 
fault area that extends 
into western neighbor 
Livingston County and 
across the Ohio into Il-
linois, but very little into 
other neighboring coun-
ties.

The underlying geolog-
ical structure is shaped 
like an inverted bowl 
here.  Erosion through 
the eons have produced 
the characteristic Crit-
tenden hills, now both 
cursed and loved by its 
natives.

The area is well wa-
tered, with numerous 
creeks and three rivers 
– the Ohio, the Cumber-
land and the Tradewater 
– crossing or touching it.

–––
First hand history
Crittenden County 

owes an immeasurable 
debt of gratitude to the 
Rev. Price for his history 
and genealogy articles, 
which he thoroughly 
researched in a way no 
longer possible to pre-
serve the true heritage 
of our county, as he was 
able to have access to 
much of this history 昀rst 
hand. 

  
(Brenda Underdown is 

chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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A postcard shows one of Crittenden County’s prized logs 
being brought into Marion. Crittenden was once known 
for its wonderful forests, including white oak and yellow 
poplar.



for sale
Hickory tree on the ground. 
Bring a saw, a way to load 
and haul .Call 270-562-
1910. No reasonable offer 
refused. (2t-36-c)

Classi昀ed advertising works! 
Customers tell us they sell 
their items faster than they 
expect by listing in The Crit-
tenden Press! Call (270) 
965-3191 to post a classi昀ed 
ad.

free
FREE Hay. Call (812) 424-
8689 or (812) 550-6938. 
Located at 2339 S.R. 387, 
Old Dam 50 Rd,  Marion. 
(2t-36-p)

sales
Huge yard sale, Thursday, 
Sept. 4 and Friday, Sept. 5 
across from 88 Dip. Mater-
nity, baby, men and women 
clothes, household items, 
material, mattress, furniture 
and toys. (1t-35-p)

Carport sale, Thursday, 
Sept. 4 and Friday, Sept. 5 
at 8942 U.S. Hwy. 60 East, 
Marion (Mattoon). Too much 
to list, but items include: 
Clothes, new Vionic & NB 
shoes, Christmas items, 
Halloween, home décor, 
food dehydrator, snow plow 
for ATV, coffee table, mirror, 
pictures, glassware, pans 
and lots more! Others will be 
bringing items. (1t-35-p)

services
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Matting-
ly Concrete Construction. 
(12t-40-p)

notice
No hunting or trespassing on 
Don Herrin Farms LLC. WIll 
prosecute. (1t-35-c)

Advertise your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auction 
etc. in this newspaper plus 
83 other Kentucky newspa-
pers including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Provi-
dence) Journal-Enterprise, 
The Union County Advocate, 
The Henderson Gleaner, 
The Livingston Ledger and 
The (Madisonville) Messen-
ger and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the clas-
si昀ed department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at ad-
vertising@the-press.com.

bid notice
Marion-Crittenden County 
Park Board invites sealed 
bids from quali昀ed contrac-
tors to repair, clean/pre-
pare, and paint the public 
restrooms at Marion-Crit-
tenden County Park in Mar-
ion, Kentucky. Contractors 
may bid the entire project 
or submit separate bids for 
any of the three compo-
nents: Repairs, Cleaning/
Surface Prep, and Painting. 
Work includes repairing or 
replacing partitions, doors, 
hinges, latches, brackets, 
wall anchors, fasteners, 
and surface-mounted ac-
cessories so stalls are fully 
functional; patching minor 
masonry/concrete and wall 
defects to create paint-ready 
surfaces; pressure-washing 
interior walls, ceilings, stalls, 
and 昀oors; deep cleaning 
and degreasing 昀xtures and 
partitions; scraping/sanding 
loose coatings, feathering 
edges, and spot-priming 
bare metal or masonry; 
masking/protecting adja-

cent 昀nishes; and applying 
Park-supplied paint per 
manufacturer instructions to 
achieve a uniform 昀nish, fol-
lowed by removal of mask-
ing, touch-ups, and 昀nal 
cleanup so the restrooms 
are ready for public use. 
The contractor shall furnish 
all labor, equipment, and 
materials other than paint 
(including primers, patching 
compounds, sealants/caulk, 
cleaners, masking materi-
als, abrasives, fasteners, 
and replacement hardware/
partition parts), verify prim-
er/paint compatibility be-
fore starting, use commer-
cial-grade products installed 
per manufacturer instruc-
tions and applicable codes, 
comply with OSHA and all 
safety requirements, pro-
tect 昀xtures/昀oors/electrical/
plumbing, properly contain 
and dispose of wash water, 
chips, and waste off-site, 
and immediately report con-
cealed conditions requiring 
additional work. Contractors 
must be licensed to perform 
work in Kentucky and local 
jurisdictions, carry general 
liability and workers’ com-
pensation insurance (where 
required) and provide at 
least two references upon 
request. A minimum one-
year warranty on workman-
ship and repairs is required 
from the date of acceptance. 
Restrooms can be closed 
to the public during active 
work; closures must be co-
ordinated with the Park rep-
resentative. Work should 
be substantially complete 
by Nov. 1, 2025. Bids shall 
include either a lump-sum 
price for the full project or 
separate prices for Repairs, 
Cleaning/Surface Prep, and 
Painting; a proposed sched-
ule; proof of insurance; ref-
erences; and any exclusions 
or assumptions. Mail or 
deliver sealed bids marked 
“Restroom Renovation Mar-
ion-Crittenden County Park” 
to Marion Tourism Commis-
sion, PO Box 174, Marion, 
KY 42064. Bid deadline noon 
Monday, Sept. 15, 2025. 
The Park Board may award 
the entire project to one 
contractor or award compo-
nents separately to multiple 
contractors based on price, 
quali昀cations, schedule, ref-
erences, and overall best 
value, and reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids 
and waive informalities. Site 
visits are recommended to 
verify conditions, measure-
ments, and any repair parts 
needed. Direct questions 
to Chris Evans, Park Board 
Chairperson, 270-704-0435. 
(2t-36-c)

statewide
BATHROOM REMODEL

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available. 
Call: 1-833-770-0957

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving ALL 
installation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends 
9/30/25.) Call 1-866-837-5986

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539

BUSINESS SPACE FOR 
RENT

Frankfort Of昀ce Space for rent: 
Second 昀oor with four large 
of昀ce areas, restroom. Of昀ce 
desks furnished. Located ½ 
mile from I-64 Lawrenceburg 
exit 53A. Electric, water, gas, 
utilities and internet included. 

$2,200  per month.  Call Bonnie 
Howard, Kentucky Press Asso-
ciation, 502-223-8821.

BUYING CARS

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell 
your old, busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or head-
aches. Sell your car to Peddle. 
Easy three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast pay-
ment. Call 1-844-440-0399

BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condi-
tion. Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and get paid. 
Get your fair cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-
287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - 
Get your favorite live TV, sports 
and local channels. 99% signal 
reliability! CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-888-340-6138

AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying for 
your service, call now for a free 
quote and see how much you 
can save! 1-877-548-7494
Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand 
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To 
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-855-633-4574

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Directv and get 
your 昀rst three months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax included. 
Choice package $84.99/mo. 
Some restrictions apply. Call DI-
RECTV 1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlimited Talk, 
Text and Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G Networks, 
One Low Price! Call Today and 
Get The Latest iPhone Every 
Year On Us! 855-841-2894
Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as 
the largest carriers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden fees and ac-
tivation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at 
just $20/month. For more infor-
mation, call 1-833-353-2982

DEBT HELP

In昀ation is at 40 year highs. In-
terest rates are way up. Credit 
Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. 
Do you have $10k or more in 
debt? Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF and 昀nd out how to pay 
off your debt for signi昀cantly 
less than what you owe! FREE 
quote: Call 1-844-262-5602

Struggling with debt? If you have 
over $15,000 in debt we help 
you be debt free in as little as 24-
48 months. Pay nothing to enroll. 
Call Now: 1-877-857-0268

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veter-
ans! Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive a top 
tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-833-984-2146 
today!
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? 
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC 
HEARTS. Fast free pick up. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans 昀nd work or start their 
own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-
485-3141.

Get a break on your taxes! Do-
nate your car, truck, or SUV 

to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind Today 
at 1-877-581-3053 today!

HEALTH

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! 
Call 888-982-0374

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! A cheaper alternative 
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-877-690-
2326

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is 
backed by a no-clog guaran-
tee and lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-866-
329-2415 to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no obligation es-
timate. Plus get 75% off installa-
tion and a bonus $250 discount! 
Limited time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representative for 
warranty and offer details.

SunSetter. America’s Number 
One Awning! Instant shade at 
the touch of a button. Trans-
form your deck or patio into 
an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-
year limited warranty. Call 
now and SAVE $350 today! 
1-866-348-8793Replace your 
roof with the best looking and 
longest lasting material – steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer up to 
50% off installation + Addition-
al 10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-888-306-0302

HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-844-688-8576 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a power 
move.

INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392 www.dental50plus.
com/26 #6258

INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet 
for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data 
caps, no throttling. Prices start-
ing at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the switch.  
Call 1-833-974-4780

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-

tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenback-
er, Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-7011

SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take less 
than 60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! 
Protect your family, your home, 
your assets NOW for as little as 
70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-5407

TIME SHARE/FINANCIAL

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Ex-
perts Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get 
rid of your timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 855-977-4979

WATCHES

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner and Speedmaster. 
These brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-833-641-6058

WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 

Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion and 
Distribution Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-855-209-
2951 or visit dorranceinfo.com/
Kentucky
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

Rocket sports schedule 

THURSDAY 
Golf at Breckinridge GC 
CCHS Volleyball at Henderson County 
FRIDAY 
CCHS football hosts Webster County 
SATURDAY 
Junior Pro football at Trigg County 
Cross Country at McCracken County 
MONDAY 
Golf at Deer Lakes GC 
Soccer at Union County 
CCHS Volleyball hosts Trigg County 
TUESDAY 
Soccer at Hopkins Central 
CCHS volleyball hosts Christian Co. 
CCMS Football at James Madison  
 

CCMS falls to South 

   Crittenden County Middle School 
was on the road Tuesday seeking its 
first win of the season at South Hop-
kins. Results of that game were not 
available at press time. The team lost 
42-8 last week at Henderson South.  
Jacoby Lynch scored the Rockets only 
touchdown on a 63-yard kickoff return 
in the third quarter. 
 
GOLF  

CCVFD hosts fundraiser 

  Crittenden County Volunteer Fire De-
partment will host its third annual Zach 
Latham Memorial 4-Person Scramble 
on Saturday, Sept. 13 at Deer Lakes 
Golf Course. The tournament begins 
at 9 a.m., with entry costing $280 per 
team, which includes one mulligan, a 
skirt per player, and lunch. Teams with 
a hole sponsor may enter for $380. 
Cash prizes will be awarded, including 
for long drive and closest-to-the-hole 
contests on all par 3s. To enter by 
credit or debit, contact Chris Cooksey 
at 270-704-1116, Scott Hurley at 254-
247-9222, or Ric Hughes at 270-988-
4653. Proceeds will benefit the 
volunteer fire department and help 
purchase much-needed new equip-
ment. 
 
DISTANCE RUNNING  

5K to benefit cemetery 

   A “Say Goodbye to Summer” 5K to 
benefit the Marion Cemetery Associa-
tion will be held at 9 a.m., Saturday, 
Sept. 27 at Marion City-County Park. 
Entry fee is $20. A one-mile fun run 
will be offered for a $10. Top 3 males 
and top 3 female finishers were be 
awarded. Entry forms are available at 
The Crittenden Press. 
 
OUTDOORS 

Area WMA quota hunts 

   Kentucky hunters have until Sept. 
30 to apply for quota hunts, which in-
clude special opportunities at Higgin-
son-Henry and Big Rivers wildlife 
management areas (WMAs) in west-
ern Kentucky. At Higginson-Henry 
WMA in Union County, two deer quota 
hunts are scheduled. An archery and 
crossbow-only season runs Oct. 20-
Nov. 30, followed by a gun hunt Nov. 
1-2. Department-issued hang tags are 
required, and hunters must telecheck 
harvested deer. Big Rivers WMA and 
State Forest in Crittenden County will 
also host two deer quota hunts this 
fall. An archery and crossbow-only 
season runs Oct. 20-Nov. 30, with a 
gun hunt Nov. 1-2. Like Higginson-
Henry, hunters must use department-
issued tags and check in harvested 
deer. In addition, Big Rivers WMA is 
offering dove quota hunts Sept. 1 and 
Sept. 6, from noon to 5 p.m. each day. 
Twenty-five slots are available per 
hunt, and hunters may bring one 
guest. Other WMAs and state parks 
across Kentucky are also part of the 
quota hunt system, but Higginson-
Henry and Big Rivers highlight local 
opportunities. Applications can be 
made at fw\.ky.gov/Quota. 
 

Hunting Seasons 

  Here are so me of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Bullfrog                          May 16 - Oct 31 
Coyote night, no lights    July 1 - Nov 30 
Squirrel                            Aug 16 - Nov 7 
Dove                               Sept 1 - Oct 26 
Crow                                 Sep 1 - Nov 9 
Canada goose              Sept 1 - Sept 15 
Deer archery                   Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Turkey archery                Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Deer crossbow          Sept 20 - Jan 19 
Early wood duck                    Sept 20-24 
Teal                                        Sept 20-24 
Turkey crossbow              Oct 1 - Oct 19 
Raccoon                           Oct 1 - Feb 28 
Deer Youth                           Oct 11-12 
Deer muzzleloader               Oct 18-19 
Turkey shotgun                       Oct 25-31 
Woodcock                        Oct 25 - Nov 7 
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STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County will be 

back at home Friday night, 
looking for its first win of the 
season as it hosts Webster 
County. The Trojans (0-2) 
have been outscored 104-12 
in losses to Calloway County 
and Muhlenberg County to 
start the year. 

The Rockets, also 0-2, have 
had much better luck histor-
ically in this matchup. Crit-
tenden leads the all-time 
series 37-14 and has won the 
last 10 meetings. Kickoff is 7 
p.m. at Rocket Stadium. 

Last week, the Rockets 
went deep into the playbook 
and dusted off the old-fash-
ioned single-wing offense in 
hopes of slowing down Union 
County. For a quarter, it 
worked. The Rockets chewed 
up clock and grabbed a 7-0 
lead, but the Braves an-
swered with 40 straight 
points on their way to a 40-
13 win. 

Starting quarterback 
Quinn Summers and leading 
receiver Caden Howard both 
missed the game after in-
juries suffered in the season-
opener at Marshall County. 
That left senior running back 
Trae Taylor to shoulder the 
load. He rushed for a career-
high 84 yards on 20 carries 
and scored both Crittenden 
touchdowns. His 2-yard 
plunge late in the first quar-
ter gave the Rockets an early 
edge, and his 4-yard run in 
the final minute capped the 
night’s scoring. 

“Obviously the game plan 
was ball control,” Rocket 
coach Gaige Courtney said. 
“You’ve got to be physical, 
you can’t have penalties, you 
can’t have negative plays, 
you can’t have turnovers. 
You have to play very clean to 
play that style of football and 
be good at it. We did a good 
job for a while, but then we 
had some of those mistakes.” 

Courtney said he was 
proud of the way his players 
adjusted.  

“They had a lot of new stuff 
go in in a short period of 
time,” he said. 

Taylor also admitted the of-
fense was unfamiliar, point-
ing out that the team worked 

on it a couple of days prior to 
the game, but the team had 
bought into the plan and 
worked hard to learn it. 

“The offense we were run-
ning you really have to keep 
it close,” the coach said.  

Crittenden’s defense gave 
the Rockets a chance early, 
forcing a turnover on downs, 
two punts, a fumble recovery 
by Dokota Sosh, and an in-
terception by Eli Lovell. But 
Union piled up 411 total 
yards, including 293 on the 
ground, as Willem McPeake 
(140 yards, two TDs) and 
Max Nobles (88 yards, two 
TDs) wore down the defense. 

Middle linebacker Brayden 
Poindexter led the defense 
again last week with a dozen 
tackles, including one for 
loss. Sosh had eight total 
tackles and Davis Perryman 
had seven solos. 

The Rockets finished with 
158 total yards – 121 rushing 
and 37 passing – and were 
undone by three lost fum-
bles, an interception and 80 
penalty yards. 

Crittenden and Webster 
both enter Friday’s game 
seeking a breakthrough, and 
for the Rockets, history sug-
gests this might be their best 
shot yet. 
 
SCORE BY QUARTER 
Union County           0     20     6   14 
Crittenden Co.         7      0      0    6 
 
SCORING PLAYS 
C-Trae Taylor 2 run (Mitchell Brown 
kick) :47, 1st 
U-Willem McPeake 4 run (Jerry 
Sabino kick) 7:52, 2nd 
U-Landon Fletcher 1 run (Sabino kick) 
2:49, 2nd 
U-Abrien Fletcher 11 pass from Lan-
don French (kick failed) :04, 2nd 
U-Max Nobles 4 run (run failed) 5:42, 3rd 
U-McPeake 6 run (Sabino kick) 7:30, 4th 
U-Nobles 7 run (Sabino kick) 4:15, 4th 
C-Taylor 4 run (conversion failed) :25, 
4th 
 
TEAM TOTALS 
First Downs: CCHS 11, UCHS 16 
Penalties: CCHS 10-80, UCHS 8-85 
Rushing: CCHS 38-121, UCHS 38-
293 
Passing: CCHS 3-7-1, 37; UCHS 9-15-
1, 118 

Total Yards: CCHS 158, UCHS 411 
Fumbles/Lost: CCHS 6-3, UCHS 2-1 
 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing 
CCHS: Taylor 20-84, Eli Lovell 13-21, 
Conner Poindexter 3-20, Dokota Sosh 
101, Noah Byford 1-(-5). UCHS: Mc-
Peake 18-140, Nobels 8-88, Fletcher 
7-40, Brady Steward 3-24. 
Passing 
CCHS: Poindexter 3-5-1, 37; Lovell 0–
2-0. UCHS: Nobels 0-4-1; French 9-
11-0, 118. 
Receiving 
CCHS: Jay Stevenson 1-15, Brayden 
Poindexter 1-14, Sosh 1-8. 
Defense 
Brandsasse 4 solos, assist, TFL; 
Counts assist; Pierson 2 solos, assist; 
Gary Hall 2 solos, 2 assists; 
B.Poindexter 9 solos, 3 assists, TFL; 
D.Sosh 5 solos, 3 assists, fumble re-
covery; Stevenson solo; Taylor 2 solos, 
2 assists; Byford solo, 5 assists; 
Musser 2 solos, 5 assists; Perryman 7 
solos, caused fumble; Curnel 2 solos, 
4 assists; Lovell 6 solos, interception. 
Players of the Game:  Offense Trae 
Taylor, Defense Eli Lovell, Lineman 
Keegan Pierson, special teams Noah 
Byford. 
Records: Crittenden 0-2, Union 1-1 

PHOTO BY ALLISON EVANS 
Rocket sophomore Eli Lovell was one of multiple running backs who saw action carrying the 
ball in a makeshift offense deployed last Friday against Union County. Lovell was also named 
defensive player of the game by the coaching staff. He had 6 solo tackles and an interception.

Rockets host winless Trojans Friday

LADY ROCKETS SOCCER 

In a district matchup last Thursday at Marion, the Lady 
Rockets fell 8-2 despite striking first. Junior Kylie Blood-
worth and sophomore Adri Berry each scored a goal, with 
assists from sophomore Haley Moore and Bloodworth. 
Junior goalkeeper Macibelle Hardesty turned away six 
shots in the loss, which dropped Crittenden to 4-3 on the 
season and 0-2 in league play. 

The soccer girls played Union County on Tuesday, re-
sults were not available by press time this week. 

 

LADY ROCKETS VOLLEYBALL 

The Lady Rocket volleyball team, ranking No. 1 in the 
preseason poll has posted a 4-6 record so far, but the 
girls remain in first place in the Fifth District with recent 
wins over Trigg and Livingston. 

In a non-district machup at Heritage Christian last 
Thursday, Crittenden was blanked in straight sets 25-20, 
25-23, 25-21. They will be back in action Thursday for a 
challenging match at Henderson County. 

CRITTENDEN GOLF 

Lyon County topped Crittenden County 164-203 in 
boys’ golf action last Thursday at The Cullen Golf Course 
at Mineral Mounds in Eddyville. The Lyons were led by 
Carson Collins, who shot a match-low 36. Cooper Collins 
followed with a 38, Cohen Wiggins had 41, Jonah Renfrow 
49 and Jimmy Cowan 50. Crittenden was paced by Bentley 
Rushing with a 47. Cash Singleton shot 50, Jaxton Dun-
can 52, Levi Quertermous 50 and Hudson Stokes 54. 
Gunner Topp added a 58. In girls action, Georgia Hole-
man shot a 46 and Abby Korzenborn a 55.  

•Crittenden County and Lyon County finished in a tie 
Tuesday, Aug. 26 at Deer Lakes Golf Course, each posting 
a team score of 188. Cash Singleton led the Rockets with 
a 43, which earned him medalist honors. Mitchell Brown 
shot 47, Jaxton Duncan and Hudson Stokes each carded 
49s, and Levi Quertermous added a 62. For Lyon County, 
Carson Collins fired a 45, Cooper Collins 46, Cohen Wig-
gins 48, Jonah Renfrow 49 and Jimmy Cowan 52. 

CRITTENDEN COUNTY FALL SPORTS ROUNDUP

PHOTO BY GREG PERRYMAN 
Hadley Myers (7) returns a shot for Crittenden County in a vol-
leyball match last week at Heritage Christian.

PHOTO BY CHRIS EVANS 
Crittenden County goal keeper Macibelle Hardesty gets lined up 
to prevent a goal during last week’s soccer match agaist Trigg.
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A map from the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife (above) shows 
that Crittenden County had one of the 
highest doe harvest densities in the 
state last season, with 3.5 antlerless 
deer taken per square mile of habitat in 
2024. That figure ranks the county 
among the top producers in Kentucky 
and the leader in western Kentucky, 
where most counties ranged between 
1.5 and 3 does per square mile. 

Neighboring Livingston County re-
ported 2.6 per square mile, while Web-
ster was closer to Crittenden at 3.4. 
Densities in other border counties were 
2.5 or less.   

The Purchase and Green River re-
gions as a whole show stronger harvest 
densities compared to eastern Ken-
tucky, where many counties reported 
less than one doe per square mile. 

Despite the high take locally, biolo-

gists are urging hunters to continue fo-
cusing on antlerless harvests to better 
balance herds and prevent habitat 
strain. Insurance companies are also 
pushing for a bigger harvest. Wildlife 
officials say managing the doe popula-
tion is key to long-term deer health and 
maintaining sustainable hunting op-
portunities. 

A new chart (at right) from the Ken-
tucky Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources shows how buck age classes 
broke down in the 2024-25 deer har-
vest across the state’s five wildlife man-
agement regions. Crittenden is in the 
Purchase Wildlife Region. In the Pur-
chase Region, 16 percent of the harvest 
were buck fawns, 16 percent yearlings  
and 69 percent adults. The data pro-
vide insight into herd structure and 
hunting pressure, offering wildlife offi-
cials tools to guide deer management. 

Hunting for 
deer starts 
on Saturday 

 
Cool September tem-

peratures have many 
people thinking about 
shorter days, crisp, cool 
mornings and changing 
leaves – all signs of fall 
and the hunting oppor-
tunities it brings across 
Kentucky. 

Before going afield, the 
Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Re-
sources encourages 
hunters to reference the 
2025-2026 Kentucky 
Hunting and Trapping 
Guide, available online 
and at vendors, to up-
date themselves on new 
season dates and regula-
tions. New regulations 
are in effect for deer, 
bear, dove and waterfowl 
hunting, in addition to 
changes on some public 
lands. 

Kentucky’s archery 
deer season opens this 
weekend, Sept. 6, with 
crossbow season opening 
two weeks later, on Sept. 
20. Both seasons close 
Jan. 19. New for 2025 is 
an extended youth-only 
modern gun season. Ex-
panded to nine days from 
two, the season runs Oct. 
11-19. The most popular 
fall hunting opportunity 
is the modern gun sea-
son, Nov. 8-23. 

“The vast majority of 
our deer harvest comes 
from the modern gun 
season,” said Joe McDer-
mott, Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife’s deer program 
coordinator. “With the 
additional youth oppor-
tunity, we are looking for 
more antlerless deer to 
be harvested, especially 
in Zone 1 counties. We’ve 
added a special season 
for our Chronic Wasting 
Disease (CWD) Surveil-
lance Zone counties as 
well.” 

The “special season” is 
Sept. 27-28 for antlerless 
deer only and is open 
only in the fourteen 
counties in the CWD 
Surveillance Zone. Hen-
derson, Union and Web-
ster counties are new 
additions to the zone for 
2025 to go along with 
Ballard, Breckinridge, 
Calloway, Carlisle, Ful-
ton, Graves, Hardin, 
Hickman, Marshall, Mc-
Cracken and Meade. 
Modern guns are allowed 
during the special sea-
son, but only antlerless 
deer may be taken, re-
gardless of equipment 
used. 

Hunters in the CWD 
Surveillance Zone are ad-
vised to review the hunt-
ing and trapping guide as 
well as the Chronic Wast-
ing Disease pages on the 
Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife website for com-
plete information on re-
strictions for the CWD 
zone. Updates on baiting, 
check stations and CWD 
Sample Drop-off Sites are 
included. 

Kentucky’s fall hunting 
seasons kicked off Aug. 
16 with the opening of 
the fall squirrel season. 
The season closes briefly 
on Nov. 8 for the start of 
modern gun season for 
deer, then reopens Nov. 
10 and runs until Feb. 
28. Squirrels present one 
of the greatest opportuni-
ties for hunters due to 
the high density of the 
species and relative ease 
to hunt them. 

The opening of dove 
season was Monday and 
this first segment of the 
season runs through 
Oct. 26. A new regulation 
affects public land 
hunters in 2025. Dove 
hunters may not use de-
coys on department-con-
trolled lands during the 
month of September. 

“The goal of our public 
dove fields is to provide a 
safe and quality hunting 
experience to as many 
people as we can,” said 
John Brunjes, waterfowl 
and migratory bird pro-
gram coordinator. “Elim-
inating decoys on our 
public fields during their 
busiest time helps to ac-
complish that.” 

The Kentucky Hunting 
Guide for Migratory Birds 
and Waterfowl is an im-
portant resource to view 
season dates and bag 
limits. The teal hunting 
season is reduced to five 
days this fall and the 
daily harvest limit for 
pintail ducks is now 
three birds. Changes 
have also been made to 
the standby hunt proce-
dure at Ballard and Boa-
tright Wildlife 
Management Areas 
(WMAs). 

Unless they are Ken-

tucky residents hunting 
on their own property, 
hunters born after 1974 
must be hunter educa-
tion certified. This ap-
plies to all hunting and 
species. Schedules for 
hunter safety courses are 
available on the depart-
ment’s Hunter Education 
webpage. 

Sept. 6 - Jan. 19

Sept. 6 - Jan. 19

Sept. 20 - Jan. 19

Sept. 27-28

Oct. 11-19

Oct 18-19 | Dec.13-21

Nov. 8-23

Dec. 27-28

2024 Doe Harvest by Square Mile of Habitat

2024-25 KY Antlered Deer Harvest

Kentucky Wildlife Management Regions

Crittenden remains among top harvest counties

LEGEND 
Doe Harvest Per Square Mile

0 - 1.0 
1.0 - 1.5 
1.5 - 2.0 
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2.5+

3.5
2.6



STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Chamber 

of Commerce is now accepting 
nominations for its 2025 
awards, which will be pre-
sented during the Chamber 
Gala on Saturday, Oct. 25 at 
historic Fohs Hall. 

Community members are in-
vited to submit nominations in 
a variety of categories that rec-
ognize outstanding individu-
als, businesses and 
organizations for their impact 
in Crittenden County. Cham-
ber President Rebecca Woodall 
said the awards are designed 
to highlight people who go 
“above and beyond” in their 
work and service. 

The event theme is Painting 
the Town Blue, taken from the 
high school’s traditional color. 

“The gala is one of our most 
exciting events of the year,” 
Woodall said. “We’ll be paint-
ing the town blue this year, it’s 
still formal, but we’re encour-
aging everyone to add a little 
rocket blue into their attire. I’m 
already shopping for my blue 
heels.” 

In keeping with the blue 
theme, there will be a blue-
grass tint to the show as local 
musician and entertainer Cut-
ter Singleton will be master of 
ceremonies. 

Woodall said nominations 
are due by the end of Septem-
ber. 

The Volunteer of the Year 
award will honor a person, 
group, business or organiza-
tion whose selfless service 
went above and beyond in 
2025. While the recipient does 
not have to live in Crittenden 

County, their efforts must have 
directly benefited the commu-
nity.  

“It’s for someone who just re-
ally outstandingly does more 
than the occasional volunteer 
job,” Woodall explained. 

The Young Professional of 
the Year recognizes a county 
resident under 30 who is pur-
suing career success while up-
holding high standards of 
professionalism, leadership, 
teamwork and community in-
volvement. The Young Trades-
person of the Year also goes to 
someone under 30 who lives or 
works in the county. This indi-
vidual must be excelling in 
their trade, showing profes-
sionalism and dedication while 
strengthening the local net-
work of tradespeople. 

The Top Woman in Business 
award highlights a woman who 
either resides in or works in 
Crittenden County and plays a 
key role in her business opera-
tions.  

“They don’t have to own the 
business,” Woodall said. “But 
they need to be in a key role 
and be someone who inspires 
those around them.” 

The Crittenden County 
Schools Person of the Year will 
be chosen from school system 
employees who excel in their 
roles, embody the district’s 
core values, and make a meas-

urable impact on students and 
staff. 

The Up and Coming Busi-
ness of the Year recognizes a 
business that has been estab-
lished, re-established, ex-
panded or renovated within the 
last two years. The honoree 
should demonstrate growth, 
contribute to the local econ-
omy and provide new employ-
ment opportunities. 

The Excellence in Corporate 
Social Responsibility award 
will go to a business that leads 
in ethical practices, environ-
mental responsibility, sustain-
ability and other quality-of-life 
initiatives.  

“This one sometimes gets 
questions,” Woodall said.  

It’s really about businesses 
that step up for the good of 
everyone, she explaiend. For 
example, Beavers Car Wash 
shut down during the early 
days of the water crisis to con-
serve resources – that’s the 
kind of thing this award recog-
nizes. 

The Crittenden County Busi-
ness of the Year recognizes a 
registered local business that 
has set itself apart in the last 
year through growth, service, 
sacrifice, volunteering or ac-
complishment. The business 
must be seen as a vital part of 
the county’s economy. 

The Community Spirit Award 
may be presented to an indi-
vidual, family, group, business 
or organization whose enthusi-
asm and support uplift Crit-
tenden County. The recipient 
does not have to reside here, 
but their spirit must positively 
impact the community.  

“It’s those people or groups 
you see cheering on all aspects 
of Crittenden County, from 
sports to the arts,” Woodall 
said. 

Finally, the Legacy Award 
honors a person whose long-
term dedication and commit-
ment to Crittenden County 
exemplifies values of trust, in-
novation, teamwork, passion 
and integrity. Their leadership 
has left a lasting mark on the 
community.  

It’s the Chamber’s version of 
a lifetime achievement award, 
Woodall said. 

Nomination forms are avail-
able at Crittenden County 

Public Library and Extension 
office. Submissions may also 
be made online at Crittenden-
countychamber.org. 

“There’s a big blue banner on 
our website where you can 
make nominations for one or 
all of the categories,” Woodall 
said.  

The gala is one of the Cham-
ber’s most formal evenings of 
the year, drawing members of 
the business community, civic 
leaders and residents together 
to celebrate local achievement. 

“It’s a night to dress to the 
nines, have fun and celebrate 
each other,” Woodall said. 
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Perry 
Newcom (R) 
107 S. Main St. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.5251 (o) 
270.704.0457 (c) 
 

Dave 
Belt (R) 
308 Chandler Farm Rd. 
Sturgis, KY 42459 
270.704.0199 (c) 
 

Matt 
Grimes (R) 
301 State Route 297 
Marion, Ky. 42064 
270.704.9832 (c) 
 

Robert 
Kirby (R) 
1698 Chapel Hill Road 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.889.1504 (c) 
 

Chad 
Thomas (D) 
701 Hebron Church Rd. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.9727 (h) 
270.339.4949 (c) 

Travis 
Perryman (R) 
1700 Jackson School Road 
Fredonia KY 42411 
270.969.1168 (c) 
 

Scott 
Belt (R) 
397 Fishtrap Road 
Marion KY 42064 
270.704.0366 (c) 

Crittenden County Fiscal Court Fiscal Court meets in regular session at the courthouse at 8:30 a.m., on the third Thursday of each month
Judge-executive District 1 Magistrate District 2 Magistrate District 3 Magistrate District 4 Magistrate District 6 MagistrateDistrict 5 Magistrate

E L E C T E D  C O U N T Y  J U D G E - E X E C U T I V E  |  M A G I S T R A T E S

Perry.newcom@crittendencountyky.org Dave.Belt@crittendencountyky.org matt.grimes@crittendencountyky.org Robert.kirby@crittendencounty.org Chad.Thomas@crittendencountyky.org Travis.perryman@crittendencountyky.org Scott.belt@crittendencountyky.org

Legacy Award 
2024: Alan Stout 
2023: Chris Cook  

Volunteer of the Year 
2024: Leslea Barnes 
2023: Jason Hatfield 
2022: None 
2021: COVID 
2020: Serena Dickerson 
2019: Taner Tabor 
2018: Chris Evans 
2017: Elizabeth Floyd 
2016: Natalie Parish 
2015: Kristi Beavers 
2014: Kim Vince 
2013: Fred Stubblefield 
2012: Bob Briley 
2011: Toyia Redd 
2010: Helen Lewis 
2009: Sarah Ford 
2008: Margaret Gilland 
2007: Ron Padget  

Customer Service  
2020: Abbie Mills 
2019: H&H Home & Hardware 
2018: Allison Evans 
2017: Phillis Hardin 

2016: Melanie Lloyd 
2015: Clifton Etheridge 
2014: Pam Enoch 
2013: Ideal Gas 
2012: Terry Ford Insurance 
2011: Farmers Bank tellers 
2010: Donny Herron 
2009: Alma Tabor 
2008: Keith Hart  

Excellence in Corporate  
Social Responsibility 

2024: Extension Office 
2023: Beavers Car Wash 

Business of the Year 
2024: H&H Home and Hardware 
2023: Farmers Bank  

Young Professional  
2024: Maddie Travis 
2023: Adam Beavers 
 

Young Tradesperson  
2024: Brennan Cruce 
2023: Layla West 
 

Top Woman in Business 
2024: Crystal Capps 
2023: Allison Evans 

Chamber seeks nominations for community awards

 
GO ONLINE TO NOMINATE 
Crittendencountychamber.org

–– PREVIOUS CHAMBER AWARD WINNERS ––

Color of Fun 
Crittenden County High School senior Gavin Grimes adds a personal touch to her 
parking spot over Labor Day weekend. Painting parking spaces is a relatively new 
tradition reserved for seniors, blending creativity with school pride and giving each 
graduate a lasting mark on the lot.

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Chamber 

of Commerce is now accepting 
nominations for its 2025 
awards, which will be pre-
sented during the Chamber 
Gala on Saturday, Oct. 25 at 
historic Fohs Hall. 

Community members are in-
vited to submit nominations in 
a variety of categories that rec-
ognize outstanding individu-
als, businesses and 
organizations for their impact 
in Crittenden County. Cham-
ber President Rebecca Woodall 
said the awards are designed 
to highlight people who go 
“above and beyond” in their 
work and service. 

The event theme is Painting 
the Town Blue, taken from the 
high school’s traditional color. 

“The gala is one of our most 
exciting events of the year,” 
Woodall said. “We’ll be paint-
ing the town blue this year, it’s 
still formal, but we’re encour-
aging everyone to add a little 
rocket blue into their attire. I’m 
already shopping for my blue 
heels.” 

In keeping with the blue 
theme, there will be a blue-
grass tint to the show as local 
musician and entertainer Cut-
ter Singleton will be master of 
ceremonies. 

Woodall said nominations 
are due by the end of Septem-
ber. 

The Volunteer of the Year 
award will honor a person, 
group, business or organiza-
tion whose selfless service 
went above and beyond in 
2025. While the recipient does 
not have to live in Crittenden 

County, their efforts must have 
directly benefited the commu-
nity.  

“It’s for someone who just re-
ally outstandingly does more 
than the occasional volunteer 
job,” Woodall explained. 

The Young Professional of 
the Year recognizes a county 
resident under 30 who is pur-
suing career success while up-
holding high standards of 
professionalism, leadership, 
teamwork and community in-
volvement. The Young Trades-
person of the Year also goes to 
someone under 30 who lives or 
works in the county. This indi-
vidual must be excelling in 
their trade, showing profes-
sionalism and dedication while 
strengthening the local net-
work of tradespeople. 

The Top Woman in Business 
award highlights a woman who 
either resides in or works in 
Crittenden County and plays a 
key role in her business opera-
tions.  

“They don’t have to own the 
business,” Woodall said. “But 
they need to be in a key role 
and be someone who inspires 
those around them.” 

The Crittenden County 
Schools Person of the Year will 
be chosen from school system 
employees who excel in their 
roles, embody the district’s 
core values, and make a meas-

urable impact on students and 
staff. 

The Up and Coming Busi-
ness of the Year recognizes a 
business that has been estab-
lished, re-established, ex-
panded or renovated within the 
last two years. The honoree 
should demonstrate growth, 
contribute to the local econ-
omy and provide new employ-
ment opportunities. 

The Excellence in Corporate 
Social Responsibility award 
will go to a business that leads 
in ethical practices, environ-
mental responsibility, sustain-
ability and other quality-of-life 
initiatives.  

“This one sometimes gets 
questions,” Woodall said.  

It’s really about businesses 
that step up for the good of 
everyone, she explaiend. For 
example, Beavers Car Wash 
shut down during the early 
days of the water crisis to con-
serve resources – that’s the 
kind of thing this award recog-
nizes. 

The Crittenden County Busi-
ness of the Year recognizes a 
registered local business that 
has set itself apart in the last 
year through growth, service, 
sacrifice, volunteering or ac-
complishment. The business 
must be seen as a vital part of 
the county’s economy. 

The Community Spirit Award 
may be presented to an indi-
vidual, family, group, business 
or organization whose enthusi-
asm and support uplift Crit-
tenden County. The recipient 
does not have to reside here, 
but their spirit must positively 
impact the community.  

“It’s those people or groups 
you see cheering on all aspects 
of Crittenden County, from 
sports to the arts,” Woodall 
said. 

Finally, the Legacy Award 
honors a person whose long-
term dedication and commit-
ment to Crittenden County 
exemplifies values of trust, in-
novation, teamwork, passion 
and integrity. Their leadership 
has left a lasting mark on the 
community.  

It’s the Chamber’s version of 
a lifetime achievement award, 
Woodall said. 

Nomination forms are avail-
able at Crittenden County 

Public Library and Extension 
office. Submissions may also 
be made online at Crittenden-
countychamber.org. 

“There’s a big blue banner on 
our website where you can 
make nominations for one or 
all of the categories,” Woodall 
said.  

The gala is one of the Cham-
ber’s most formal evenings of 
the year, drawing members of 
the business community, civic 
leaders and residents together 
to celebrate local achievement. 

“It’s a night to dress to the 
nines, have fun and celebrate 
each other,” Woodall said. 
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Perry 
Newcom (R) 
107 S. Main St. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.5251 (o) 
270.704.0457 (c) 
 

Dave 
Belt (R) 
308 Chandler Farm Rd. 
Sturgis, KY 42459 
270.704.0199 (c) 
 

Matt 
Grimes (R) 
301 State Route 297 
Marion, Ky. 42064 
270.704.9832 (c) 
 

Robert 
Kirby (R) 
1698 Chapel Hill Road 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.889.1504 (c) 
 

Chad 
Thomas (D) 
701 Hebron Church Rd. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.9727 (h) 
270.339.4949 (c) 

Travis 
Perryman (R) 
1700 Jackson School Road 
Fredonia KY 42411 
270.969.1168 (c) 
 

Scott 
Belt (R) 
397 Fishtrap Road 
Marion KY 42064 
270.704.0366 (c) 

Crittenden County Fiscal Court Fiscal Court meets in regular session at the courthouse at 8:30 a.m., on the third Thursday of each month
Judge-executive District 1 Magistrate District 2 Magistrate District 3 Magistrate District 4 Magistrate District 6 MagistrateDistrict 5 Magistrate

E L E C T E D  C O U N T Y  J U D G E - E X E C U T I V E  |  M A G I S T R A T E S

Perry.newcom@crittendencountyky.org Dave.Belt@crittendencountyky.org matt.grimes@crittendencountyky.org Robert.kirby@crittendencounty.org Chad.Thomas@crittendencountyky.org Travis.perryman@crittendencountyky.org Scott.belt@crittendencountyky.org

Legacy Award 
2024: Alan Stout 
2023: Chris Cook  

Volunteer of the Year 
2024: Leslea Barnes 
2023: Jason Hatfield 
2022: None 
2021: COVID 
2020: Serena Dickerson 
2019: Taner Tabor 
2018: Chris Evans 
2017: Elizabeth Floyd 
2016: Natalie Parish 
2015: Kristi Beavers 
2014: Kim Vince 
2013: Fred Stubblefield 
2012: Bob Briley 
2011: Toyia Redd 
2010: Helen Lewis 
2009: Sarah Ford 
2008: Margaret Gilland 
2007: Ron Padget  

Customer Service  
2020: Abbie Mills 
2019: H&H Home & Hardware 
2018: Allison Evans 
2017: Phillis Hardin 

2016: Melanie Lloyd 
2015: Clifton Etheridge 
2014: Pam Enoch 
2013: Ideal Gas 
2012: Terry Ford Insurance 
2011: Farmers Bank tellers 
2010: Donny Herron 
2009: Alma Tabor 
2008: Keith Hart  

Excellence in Corporate  
Social Responsibility 

2024: Extension Office 
2023: Beavers Car Wash 

Business of the Year 
2024: H&H Home and Hardware 
2023: Farmers Bank  

Young Professional  
2024: Maddie Travis 
2023: Adam Beavers 
 

Young Tradesperson  
2024: Brennan Cruce 
2023: Layla West 
 

Top Woman in Business 
2024: Crystal Capps 
2023: Allison Evans 

Chamber seeks nominations for community awards

 
GO ONLINE TO NOMINATE 
Crittendencountychamber.org

–– PREVIOUS CHAMBER AWARD WINNERS ––

Color of Fun 
Crittenden County High School senior Gavin Grimes adds a personal touch to her 
parking spot over Labor Day weekend. Painting parking spaces is a relatively new 
tradition reserved for seniors, blending creativity with school pride and giving each 
graduate a lasting mark on the lot.


